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RUSSIANS BEATEN,
WIRES THE KAISER
FROM EAST FRONT

“QOur Beloved East Prussia
Free From Enemy."” Ruler
Declares.

BATTLES STILL RAGE

AT DIFFERENT POINTS

Extreme Wings of Czar's Armjesi

Now Are Heavily En-
gaged With Toe.

DISORDERLY RETREAT DENIED

Eunglish Press Slavs DMust

Have Lost Heaviiv—Germans Be-
jieved to Have Eges

Admits

on Warsaw.
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London.—The
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Battle Near Augustowo. i

A important battle is raging in the
vicinity of Augustowo. where, in the

fa'l. the Russlans succeeded in stop- |
ping a previous German attempt to'
invade -Hussia.  Now, howaver, the|

.Muscovites have u much more serious '
threst to deal with, for-besides having
sont = new army into East Prussial
the Ggrma.mt are in =tropg force in the
district between JFasat Prussiaz and the
lower Vietula. Their continued ad-
viance there wounld jeopardize the Rus-
rlans, who are holding the trenches to
the south of the Vistula and who sue-
ceeded in frustrating Field Marshal
von Hindenburg's attempts to reach

Warsaw from the west, .iof the Southern Commercial Congress,

Possible German Plan.

The German plans are not quite clear,
but it is believed probable they still
have their eyes on Warsaw and hope
by taking that city to break Russian
power to resume the offensive, sc that

they may be free 1o take more ener-
getic steps against the allies in the
west

Anticipating this possibility. the al-
lies. duringz the past two dayvs, have
made a vigorous attack aganst the
Viermans in Flanders and France., The

outcome of this effort cannot
the Fren
in direct con

he stated
1 and German reports are
'

Russians Reinforced.

Tn Bukowina the Austrians are re-

ported to have partly surounded the
Fuessians bhefore Czernowitz, but the
hattle =til] is in progress and rein-

forcements ure reachinzg the Russians.
who have t advantaze of undamazed
railwavs both to this point and to Nad-

worna. further west, vwhich the Aus-
triane have reoccuplied The Russiqns !
report continued progress in the Car- |
pathians
The Erit Iress now concedes that
the Russ have lo=t heavily in
their retreat 1st Prussia, but the
NewWspapers v & to credit Flield
Marshal von Hi nhurg with a great
ading the outeome of the
$TA action the fortified

before

line on the Niemen river. It is argued

Ly British m! v exXperts that the
erman douhble Ng mMovement up-
rarently has failed, and this view also

15 held at Petrograd.
In the Western Arena.

Tn the Champagne and Argonne re-
rions in the western theater the Ger-
mans seem to be putting forth all their
strength to capture the ground they
are reported to have lost last weelk,

DISCUSS RIVER TERMINALS.

Valley Delegates
tend Conference in St. Louis.

Mississippi At-

ET LOLCIS, Februzry 15.—Delegates
from most of the states in the Missis-
sinp. valley today attended a confer-
euce here on river terminals. The

mesting Is 1o last two dauys,

Addressex were to be made by Gov.
Major of Missour! und former Gov
F.berhart of Minnesota, chairman of the
Zathering !

The session® today were devoted
largely 10 Tenorts on river terp 4l
work in cities, including Min-
neapolis, City, New Orleans

and DLuvenport

DAY IN CONGRESS.

Senate.

Met at moon.

Leaders conferred on s=ome plan for
rons=tdering the approprisation mean-
ures and the administration ship bill

The committee investigating charges
of tnfuence against the ship LYl con-
rined taking testimony.

House,

Terr @l a.m

pliste was continued on the pension
ppropriation bill.

e furtifications bill, carrying more
1 million dollar= exclusive of
hee Panamia canal, wae reported to the
liguse for action

forts must take second place to the !
appropriztion Lills, which the Senate
f1s expected to take up 2t almost any

| President,
!not taken up

fthe White House to
. dent

NO EXTRA SESSION
15 ThE LATEST TIP

President Is Said to Have
Changed Mind for Sev-
eral Reasons.

WOMEN MAKE PROTEST
AGAINST WAR EXPORTS

| Present Petition Signed by 28.000 in
All Parts of Country—Wilson
to See Moving Pictures.

! A big rip from an intleentinl man per-
jvolicted through Washingtion today that
tthere will be ne extra eszsion of Con-
regardless of the fule the
(shipping bill in the Senate. The infor-
Imation has heen sccepted u= absoliutely

‘orrect by these who Enow where it
e Tromy and can be relied upon 1t
teadtastly  de-

b
toid
the

0y

hie will do on

a week ago he
callers that if
become law
decided

congressionai
Piing bill
r¢ch 4+ he

it niot

was practicall

PUpPon an extrad ses=sion

Reasons Advanced.

His change of mind is said 1o Le due
to 2 number of reascons:
First, that [f the

country is eventu-

tally disposed to place bhlaume for failure

LW eeT nNow March 4,

AT

tu the slapping bill, but to other mat-
ters, mostly patronage. Senators Lee
of Maryvland, l.ea of Tennessee, Owen
of Oklahoma, Hughes of New Jersey
and Thompeon of Kansas saw the
but the shipping bill was
with him. Representa-
tive Fitzgerald, one of the House lead-
erg, also saw the I'resident, but he
accompanied Representative Calder to
invite the Presai-
to attend the annual Suhday
school festivities in Brookiyn June 10.
The visitors told the President that
every President In reecent vears had
witnessed the event. Mr. Wilson said
that he wiil attend If business at that
time will permit.

With Sengtor Uwen was C. J. Owens

and the Uresident was again urged to
stop at Muskogee, Okla.,, during his
continental trip and attend the gather-
ing of the Nationa! Reotarians.

Oppose Arms Exports.

A delegation of women from different
parts of the country, headed by Mrs.
F. Arnold, widow of Trr. (i. Arnold of
this city, ecalled on President Wilson

today and lald before him a petition
signed by nearly 24000 women in all
parts of the country urging him “to

do whatever lies in your power to dis-
courage and prevent the anprincipled
exportation of arms and ammunition
to belligerent nations, In which busi-
ness o few of the inhabitants of the
T'nited States are now engaged, and
whereby the terrible slaughter in
those unfortunate countries is decid-
erly prolonged and unnecessary mis-
ery, suffering and death brought to
countiess men, women and children.
“We, as women, feel that human life
15 too =acred to he bartered away for
| purely mercenary reasons, and cannot
| refrain from zppealing to your excel-
tlency 1o aid us in securing sueh action
| by our movernment as will prevent a
w1 in this country from pro
W and enriching them
bload of their fellow-

ure largely
hut the

The signatures
German-AMmMericans,
af the delegation
that they are Americans.  They wer
delighted with their reception by the
FPresident, who told them he would give
| the matter most serious consideration
{ At the same time he called attention
to tHe many embarrassments now sur-
|ru'..mr!lng the American government in
it=

thosa of
menibers

1 Delighted With Reception.
|
' told the President

dealings with the natlons at war

and the necessity that every proposl-
tion should be approached with great
Care.

President to See Movies.

President Wlilson
with probably a few members
cabinet, tonight will witness,
| emst room of the White what
this several times been described as
| the zreatest plece of moving plcture
|drama in the world., It 1= *The Birth
of a Natlion,” by I W. Griffith. The
exhibition will be the first ever made
this side of the Paclfic coust, the play
having had its initiul performance at
Lo= Angeles,
| The White House performance is to
Le strictly informal. no (nvitations
having been issued, and only members
jof the family and a few intimate
ifriends will witness 1t 'reparations
for the performance have been made
With Kreat care,

The President's interest in the play,
whicl = sald to contain 13,500 feey of
fiim, and will run through three hours
or more, {2 due to the zreat lesson of
peace it teaches. The story 18 based
upon Dixon's “The Clansman.” Dixon
was a schoolmate of President Wilson
and is an intlmate friend.

and his family,
of the
in
House,

Prisoners From the Strathroy Land.
NEW YORK, February 18.—The
Ameriran steamship Caracas, in today
from San Juan and other West Indian
ports, brought twenty-two Chinese who
were prlsoners aboard the interned
prize British stearmer Farn, which was
captured by the German cruiser Karls-
ruhe. The Chinese were members of
the crew of the British steamship
Strathroy, captured by the Karlsruhe
last September, and transferred (o the
Farn, which was held when she later
ut iuto San Juan. They were sent te
1lis 1sland, where they will be held
until their cases can be dizposed of.

but these ef- |

t the British note published this morning
L and the unofficial outline of Germany's

the !

‘SHIP SAFETY FEARS |
CAUSE WORRY HERE

Admitted in Official Circles
| War Zone Situation Fraught
| With Gravity.

CALL WARSHIP CONVOY |
AN IMPRACTICAL “1DEA |

iGerman Press Hostility to U, S,
i Continues. Although Berlin
' Government Friendly.

fur the safety of American ship-
as= il result of the submarine war-
merchant hips in British
er3 thr ned by Germany over-
shadowed today interest in the publice-
tion of the full text of Great Britains
reply to the Ameriean governinent's
protest against interfzrence with Unit-
el Btutes conimerce.

The time =gt Dy Germnay for
eoreing proclhiamation  expired
Meanwhile the Uaited
wifieial reply or Ger-
an note of protes|
| 185t the submarine desree.
| This afternoon, the official text of the
german reply  bivdi not 1 Wash-
fington, but anctMer me
‘v_-»-l\'ml from Ambas=ador e
an outline of ir. Fvi
| had heen sent before the
I bees converted into the diplomatie

Fear
pring
Tare agains
b

'1

linit
her
i,
1led o)
to the Am

| code I started on 18 way to Americi.
i Administration officials read the text
= tra ritted in the (oregoing dis-
listehes, aid while declining to com-

peutral shipping rituution  generaliy,

| Ameriea ships from freely navigating
im.- open seas outside of territorial
waters, L
It is assumed that all mariners, in-
cluding Americans, have taken notiee
of the German warning, which it is obh-
viously improper for the State Lepart-
ment to transmit officially, becausge to
do.£o might be construed as an admis-
sion of the right of the German govern-
ment to adopt that course.

None of the officials, however, are
lookinz for news of n wholesale tor-
pedoing of merchant shipping. Tt was
|regurded as inconceivable that the
British government had not adopted
precautions to thwart the German de-
algn as far as the most powerful navy
in the world could bring that to pass.

England’s Contentions.

Great Britain's answer says that If
American commerce Je depressed “the
rause ought, in fairness, to be sought
elsewhere than in the activities of the
British fleet.”

It further states that “in any coun-
try In which there exists such a tre-
mendous organization for war as ob-
tains in Germany. there is no clear di-
vision between those whom the gov-
ernment ig responsible for feeding and
whom it is not.”

While officials at the White House
and State Department did not discuss
what might be done if any American
vessels or lives should be lost in the
war zones, it was admitted on all
eides that the situation wuas fraught
with many grave possibilities,

Ambassador Gerard's dispatches con-
tinued to give the lext of antl-Ameri-
jcan editorlals being printed In semi-
|oﬂif‘ial papers In Germany.  Officials
of the Washington government, how-
ever, were confident of their rights and

pointed out that a posltion similar to
that of the United States had heen
adopted by practically all the other

neutrals of the world.
Hepresentatives of the German
ernment are entirely friendly in their
conferences with Ambassador Gerard,
and there is nothing to show that offi-
ciaily there has been any change in
ithe gwood relatlons which have hithertto
rexisted.
| The manner of carrying out the =ub-
marine campaign I8 awaited here with
considerably anxiety. It way hoped that
on account of the fact that negotlations
were =till pending with neutral govern-
ments the German proclamation would
| 1ot actually be earried into effect for o
| few daye, although scheduled to be put
into force last midnight. Many Ameri-
ran vessels will be In the war zones in
the next few days, having left the United
States before the German proclamation
was made public, and these will be af-
forded, it i believed, an opportunity to
reich their destinations.

Convoy Plan Impracticable,

The recent saggestion from German

eources that American merchantmen
might escape attack and secure safety
i* gonvoyed by an American warship
| has not met with approval in nawval
tetreles here.
It wasg pointed out that no naval
| captain would be willing to assume
full responsibility for the non-contra-
| band character of the cargo of any
| American ship which might fall in
| with his vessel and claim hils protec-
tion, as an adequate search of the
merchantman on the high seas would
bLe out of Lhe question.

Furthermore, it is suggested, that the
| threatened British retallation for the
| GGerman war zone order may be the is-
| sue of notice of a blockade of the Ger-
yman coust. In that case not even an
| American man-of-war would have the
!right to pass the blockade lines alone,
much less with a convoy of merchant
ships

Formal notice by the British of the
blockade and recognition of it by the
United States would of course at once
remove from the lield of diplomatic pe-
gotiatious all guestions relating to the
right of neutral nations to s=end car-
goes of food to the civil population of
the blockaded stute.

HEARINGS TO GO ON HERE.

Inquiry Into Charges Against Judge
| Dayton to Be Resumed Monday.

Hearings in the investigation of
charges against Federal Judge A. G.
Dayton of West Virginia will be re-
sumed here Monday by the subcom-
mittee of the House Judiciary com-
mittee, which arrived here today after
holding heuarings In West Virginia.

Judge Dayton is expected to appear
Monday, and the committee will con-
sider the advisability of calling for-
mer President Theodore HRoosevelt,

ROV -

who appointed Judge Dayton to the
bench. =t =

Rock CREEK AnD
PoToMac PARK

CONNECTION. 7%,
-Q( -

Text of German Note in Reply

to the U.S.“War Zone” Prolest

The text of the German government’s reply to the American note of protest against the proposal to
create a “war zone' of the waters around Great Britain is as follows:

government, was to be employed
only for this purpose.

“Germany is as good as cut off from
her overseas supply by the sllent or

“The imperial government has ex-
amined the communication from the
United States government in the

same spirit of good will and friend- protesting toleration of neutrals. not
ship by which the communication mtl'.\']ln regard (o guch gm;da as are
7 = L absolute contraband, but also in re-
-l}‘).l-lea'l"s to have heen dictated. . ZATd 10 Such, s, Avcopdire o ace

The imperinl government s In knowledged law before the war, are
accord with the TUnited Stutes gov- only conditlonal contraband or mnot

contraband at all. Great Britaln, on
the other hand, is8 with the toleration
of neutral governments not only sup-
plled with such goods us are not con-
traband or only -’ conditional contra-
bund, hut with goods which are re-

ernment that for both parties it ie
in a high degree desirable to avold
misunderstandings which might
arise from measures announced by
the German admiralty and to pro-

garded by Great Britaln, if sent to
vide agalnst the occurrence of incl- Germany, as ahsolute contraband;
dents  which might trouble the namely, provisions, industrial raw
friendly relations which =o far hap- inaterlals, ete, and even with goods
whicrh have always indubitally been

pily exist between the two govern-
ments. g

Measure of Self-Defense.

“With regard to the assuring of
these friendly relations, the German
government belleves that it may all
the more reckon on a full under-
standing with the United States as
the procedure announced by the
German admiralty, which was fully
expluined in the note of the 4th in-
stant, is in no way directed against
legitimate commerce and legitimate
shlipping of neutrals, but repreaents
solely a measure of self-defense,
imposed on Germany by her vital
interesis, againat England's method
of warfare, which iz contrary to in-
ternational law and which so far
no protest by neutrals has succesd-
ed in bringing back to the generally

regarded as ahsolute contraband.
Charges Traffic in Arms.

“The German govermment feels lt-
self obliged to poilnt out with the
greatest emphasis that a traffic in
arms, estimated at many hundreds of
millions, Is being carried on between
American firms and Germany's ene-
mies. Germany fully comprehends
that the practice of rlght and the tol-
eration of wrong on the part of neu-
trals are matters absolutely at the
disgcretion of neutrals, and imvolve no
formal violation of neutrality. Ger-
many, theréfore, did not complain of
any formal violation of neutrility,
but the German government, in view
of eomplele evidence before it, cannot
help pointing out that it, together with
the entire publlc opinlon of Germany,
feels itself tp be severely prejudiced
by the fact that neutrals in safeguard-

recognized principles of law as ex- ing their rights in legitimate conm-
isting before the outbreak of war. merce with (lermany according to

“In order to exclude all doubt re- internatlonal law, have, up to the
garding the cardinal points the Ger- vresent, achieved no, or oniy insig-

man government once more begs
leave to state how things stand.
Until now Germany has scrupulousd-
lv observed valld international rules
regarding naval warfare. At the
very beginning of the war Germany
immediately agreed to the proposal
of the Amerlcan government to rati-
fy the new declaration of London,
and took over ita contents unaltered,
und without formal obligation, into
her prize law.

Indictment of England.

“The German government has
obeyed these rules, even when they

nificant, results, while they are mak-
ing unlimited use of thelr right by
CATTVINE on contraband traffic with
Great Britain and our other enemies.
“If it 18 a formal right of neu-
trals to take mno steps to protect
their legitimute trade with Germany
and even to allow themselves to he
influenced in the direction of the
conscious and willful restriction of
their trade, on the other hand they
have the perfect right, which they
unfortunately do not exercise, to
cease contraband trade, especially
in arms, with Germany's enemles.
“In vlew of this sitwation Ger-
many, after ®ix months of patient

were diametricully opposed to her waitimf,‘ s h.;’.’flf abliged to an-

i : > Hwer irea ritain’s murderous
milltary interests For instance, method of nmaval warfare with
Germany allowed the transportation sharp counter measures. If Great
of provisions to England from Den- Britain in her fight against Ger-

many summons hunger as an ally,
for the purpose of imposing upon a
civilized people of seventy millionsa
the choice between destitution and
gtarvation or submission to Great
Britain’s commercial will, then Ger-
many today is determined to take
up the gantlet and appeal to sim-
ilar allies.

Equal Treaﬁnent Asked.

“Germany trusts that the neutrala
who so far have submitted to the

mark until today, though she was
well able, by her sea forces, to pre-
vent {t. In contra distinction to
this attitude, England has not even
hesitated at a second infringement
of international law, if by such
means she could paralyvze the peace-
ful commerce of Germany with neu-
trals. The German government will
be the less obliged to enter into de-
t:ils, as these are put down suf-
ficlently, though not exhaustively, in
the American note to the British

government dated December 24, us disadvantageous consequences of
a result of five months experience. Great Britain’s hunger war In si-
: *All I.Ihes-- };-nrl;n:whm;-m;s :;a\le lence, or merely in registering a
JeeTl Inac :-: a8 ;IH‘ een admitted, In protest, will display toward Ger-
2}]:31?::111;‘;. 'a‘.lriu.;m;r).gdr‘lib:ulglt}_}ll:‘f,. rr}?;l,‘. many no smaller measure of tolera-
peaceful civil population—a proce- tion, even If German measures, like
dure contrary to all humanitarian those of Great Britain, present new

principles. Neutrals have been un-

terrors of naval warfare.
able to prevent the interruption of

“Moreover, the German govern-

their commerce with Germany, ment i{s resolved to supprese with
which is contrary to international all means at Its dispoeal the im-
laws. The American government, is portation of war material to Great

Germany readily acknowledges, has
protested agalnst the British pro-
cedure.

Wilhelmina Case Cited.

“In spite of these protests and pro-
tests from other neutral states,
sreat Britain could not be induced
to depart from the course of action
she had decided upon. Thus, for in-

Britain and her «illles, and she takes
it for granted that neutral govern-
ments, which so far have taken no
steps against the tratfic in arms
with Germauy's enemies, will not
oppose forcible suppression by Ger-
many of this trade,

“Acting from this point of view,
the German admiralty proclaimed a
naval war zone whose limits It ex-
actly deflned. Germany, soc far as
possible, will seek to close this war

stance, the American ship Willhel- zone with mines, and will also en-
mina recently was stopped by the deavor to destroy hostile merchant
British, although her cargo was des- vessels in every other way. While
tined molely for the German civil the German government rn taking
population, and, according to the action based upon this overpower-
express declaration of the German ing point of view keeps itself far

4

removed from all intentional de-
struction of neutral lives and prop-
erty, on the other hand, it does not
fail to recognize that from the ac-
tilon to be taken against Great
Britain dangers arise which threat-
en all trade within the. war zone,
without distinction. This Is a natu-
ral result of mine warfare, which
even under the strictest observance
of the limits of international law
endangers every ship approaching
the mine area.

Responeibility Disclaimed.

“The German government consid-
ers itself entitled to hope that all
neutrals will acquiesce in these
measures as they have done in the
case of the grievous damages in-
flicted upon them by British meas-
ures, all the more so as Germany {8
resolved, for the protection of neu-
tral shipping even in the naval war
zone, to do everything which is at
all compatible with the attainment
of this object.

“In view of the fact that Germany
gave the first proof of her good will
in fixing & time limit of not less than
fourteen days before the execution of
sald measures, so that neutral ship-
ping. might have an opportunity of
making arrangeiments to avoid threat-
ening danger, thia can most surely be
achieved by remaining away from the
navul Wwar zone. Neutral vegsels,
which, despite this ample notice,
which greatly affects the achlevement

" of oor aims In our war against Great

Britain, enter these closed waters will
themselves hear the responsibllity for
any unfortunale aceidents thut may
OCCur. Germany disclalins ' all re-
spongibility for such accidents and
their consequences.

Aimed Only at Enemy Ships.

“Germany has further expressiy
announced the destruction of all
enemy merchant vessels found with-
in the war zone, but not the de-
struction of all merchant veasels, as
the United States seems erroneous-
l¥ to have understood. This restric-
tion which Germany imposas upon
itself is prejudicial to the aim of our
warfare, especially as in the appli-
catlion of the conception of contra-
band practiced by Great Britain to-
ward Germany—which conception
will now alse be similarly interpret-
ed by Germany—the presumption
wlill be that neutral ships have con-
traband aboard. Germany naturally
is unwlilling to renounce its rights
to ascertain the presence of contra-
band in neutral vessels, and in cer-
tain cases to draw conclusions there-
from."”

“Germany is ready, finally, to de-
liberate with the United States con-
cerning any measures which might
secure the safety of legitimate ship-
ping of neutrals in the war zone.
Germany cannot, however, forbear to
point out that all its efforts in this
direction may be rendered very diffi-
cult by two circumstances; first, the
misuse of neutral flags by British
merchant vessels, which is Indubita-
bly known to the United States: sec-
ond, the contraband trade already
mentioned, especially in war mate-
rials, on neutral vessels.

Hopes for “Real Neutrality.”

“Regarding the latter point. Ger-
many would fain hope that the
United States after further consid-
eration will come to a conclusion
corresponding to the spirit of real
neutrality regarding the first point.
The secret order of the British ad-
miralty recommending to British
merchant ships the use of neutral
flags has been communicated by Ger-
many to the United States and con-
firmed by communication from the
British foreign office, which desig-
nates this procedure as entirely un-
objectionable and in accordance with
British law. British merchant ship-
ping immediately followed this ad-
vice, as doubtlesa Is known to the
American government from the
Incidents of the Lusitania and the
Laertes.

“Moreover, the British government
has supplied arms to Britiesh mer-
chant ships and instructed them

“(Continued pn Becond Page.)

GERMAN REPLY TAKES
" FIRM STAND AGAINST
WASHINGTON PROTEST

Insists on Necessity of “War Zone”
~ and Renews Warning to All
Neutral Shipping.

| BERLIN DECLARES BRITISH
| WILL TORPEDO U. S. SHIP

| By Wireless to The Star,

admiralty information bureau
ment :

BERLIN, via Sayville, February 18.—The head of the

“We have received informaton that it is the intention
of England to torpedo the first incoming American steamer
and charge this to the German submarines.”

The Vossische Zeitung, Berlin, this morning carries a
story from its Hamburg correspondent declaring shipping
interests there fear such action.

this morning made this state-

HERBERT COREY.

Gerard, and has been transmitted

A Policy of Retaliation.

The note explains that Germany's pro-
posed action is rendered necessary by
(Great Britain's policy of sattempting to
cut off the food supply for the German
civil population by & method never
recognized in international law.

England’s course in ordering merchant-
men to fly neutral flags, equipping them
with artillery with orders to destroy sub-
marines, the German reply contends, ren-
ders nugatory the right of =search, thus
giving Germany the right to attack Eng-
lleh shipping. Germany holds that she
cannot abandon that right under the
stress which England has forced upon her.

Makes Claim of Necessity.

Since Germany must compel the na-
tions with which she i{s at war to return
to the recognized principles of interna-
tlonal law and restore the freedom of the
seas, she argues that the stand she has
taken is necessary.

The note recommends that the United
States government send warships to

BERLIN, via London, February 18.—The reply of Germany to
the protest of the United States against a blockade of British waters
is couched in the most friendly terms, but firmly maintains the posi-
tion of Germany as already announced.

The answer, which is a lengthy document, was converted into
code at the United States embassy under the direction of Ambassador

in full to Washington

England to oconvoy merchart vessels
through the danger zone as security
against attack, with the understanding
that vessels thus guarded shall carrv no
war supplies. Hope is expressed that the
American government will understand
the position in which Germany has been
placed and appreciate the reasons for its
course. i
Asks U..S8. Influence.

The reply closes with an expression
of the hope that the United States muy
prevall upon Great Britaln *“to return
to the principles of international law
recognized prior to the outbreak of
the war,” and in particular obtain the
observance of the London declaration
by belligerents opposed to Germany.

If this were done, the note explains,
Germany mwould be enabled to import
food supplies and raw materjuls, Ger-
many would recognlze ip this, says the
reply, an invaluable servire toward a
more human conduct of the war and
would sact in accordance with the new
situation thus created,

LONDON, February ‘18, 12:47 pm—
The blockade of the United Kingdom
by Germany is on, for with the dawn
of February 18 there went into effect
the German notice warning neutral
shipping to aveld British waters.

What will be the effect of this decla-
ration will take a day or two to dem-
onstrate. Britlsh shipping Interests
profess to feel no alarm; nevertheless,
all passenger traffic from England to
Holland has been tied up. The lines to
Scandinavia, however, still continue to
run. The cross-channel services have
announced that their schedules will be
maintained aa usual.

Interest in German Note.

In the meantime the British public is
perusing the German note answering
the American ¢ ication o n-
ing the war zone one blockade. Tt per-
ceives no yielding on the part of the im-
perial government, and it now awalts the
pronouncemernit of Great Britain's ex-
pected retaliatory campaign.

Just ae ths countryside was placarded
with descriptions and cuts of the British
and German eircraft when air ralds were
uppermost in the public mind, illustra-
tions showing British and German sub-
marines are now being distributed to ac-

uaint the skippers or merchant vessels

grnh the uppearance of their own and
hostile under-sea vessels, so that they
will not fire on or T/am a British sub-
mersible by mistake.

Would Arm Merchantmen.

In many quartsrs the demand is in-
creasing that masters of ships held up or
threatened by submarines should be al-
lowed to use offensive measures and vari-
ous private manlils tot:.lingb:e:k;g

ds still stand to n
tdtout'l;sl:;’ t.g:ugrst British skipper destroy-

BLOCKADE OF ENGLAND IS ON:
NO SHIPS SAIL FOR HOLLAND

ing a hostile submarine. It I= not known
what the admiralty instructions to skip-
pers are, although a hint of what is ex-
pected of them was found in the recent
Gecoration of the captain of the British
steamer Laertes, who refused to surren-
der to a German submersible

There has been no increas=s In Insure
ance rates, and, In faet, the govern
ment actually has reduced rat.s ror
fishing vessels, at the same time Lav-
ing arranged (0 pay compensation o
sailor= ‘who may e injured ue 1h

sult of hostilitiers. There hax hee m
increasc in the price of coal and in coal
]frelght-s. but this is due entir2ly 10 the
Increased demand, particularly from
I;s_.ly. together with & shortage of
ships,

No Reply to Holland

Neither Great Britain nor Germany,
as far as is known, has yet replied 1o
the Dutch notes of protest, respective-
ly, against the use of neutral fAnes
and the sea war zone, The Dutch
shippers have decided to ask 1le
Netherliands government to penalize
forelgn vessels entering Dutch ports
under the Dutch flag.

Telegrsohing from Copenhagen, the
Dally Mail's correspondent says he
learns from Hamburg that the belief
prevails there that Emperor William i=
éoing to Helgoland persomally to direct
ermbany’'s submarine blockade.

“The wheat shortage in German: *
the co ndent adds, “‘was con-
cealed until the last moment far feuar
of dlscouraging the people. It is much
greater than has hitherto been be-
lieved. Germany will only escape fam-
ine before the next harvest by a nar-
row margin.”
<+ dispatch from Copenhagen sayvs
that Germany's reply to .ae joint note
of the Scandinavian powers on the
blockade quertion has been received,
but no announcement has been made
as vet regarding its contents. Tha
Danish commercial and political situa-
tion was discussed vesterday at o se-

cret sesslon of parliament,

BERLIN, February 18, via London,
12:20 p.m.—Count von Reventlow, the
German naval critic, comments in to-
day's issue of the Tages Zeitung on the
answer of the German government to
the American note on the subject of
the marine war zone around Great
Britain.

The writer declares that the tone eof
the German note, in spite of the tune
of the American communication, shows
that Germany is prepared to go to the
utmost limits compatible with the sit-
uation. No fault can be found with the
declaration in the German answer,
Count von Reventlow declares, that
the German government, like the Amer-
ican, desires to prevent occurrences

s

COMMENT IN BERLIN ON NOTE
SHOWS BITTERNESS TOWARD U. S.

’

which could disturb existing friendly
relations,

Bitter Against United States.

“One can read only with pleasure
those parts of the German answer
which refer to American supplies to
England and France,” the writer says,
“We add to this that these shipments
of weapons to our enemles have fllied
public opinion in Germany with deep
indignation and bitterness against tha
United States. Statistics of the amount
of these shipments show that the tier-
mans are not now justified in speak-
ing of friendly relations.”™

Count von Reventlow then refers 1o
the government's assumption that neu-

trals do not intend to offer oppogit
to the forcible suppression ﬁ ‘




